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Thinking outside the box 
of the “Adam Dream” 
 
Question. — What is the scientific statement of being? 

Answer. — There is no life, truth, intelligence, nor substance in matter. All 
is infinite Mind and its infinite manifestation, for God is All-in-all. Spirit is 
immortal Truth; matter is mortal error. Spirit is the real and eternal; matter 
is the unreal and temporal. Spirit is God, and man is His image and 
likeness. Therefore man is not material; he is spiritual” (S&H 468: 8–15) 
 
“Mortals must emerge from this notion of material life as all-in-all. They 
must peck open their shells with Christian Science, and look outward and 
upward.” (S&H 552:16–19) 
 
Mary Baker Eddy 
Genesis, S&H Chapter XV, pp. 501–557 
 
It is vital to read through the entire text of Genesis consecutively in 
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures in order to gain its overall 
spiritual import. 
 
The following are edited excerpts from Chapter XV, Genesis:  
 

“Scientific interpretation of the Scriptures properly starts 

with the beginning of the Old Testament…” (501:1–3). 

“In the universe of Truth, matter is unknown. No supposition 

of error enters there. Divine Science, the Word of God, saith to the 

darkness upon the face of error, ‘God is All-in-all,’ and the light of 

ever-present Love illumines the universe. Hence the eternal wonder, 

—that infinite space is peopled with God’s ideas, reflecting Him in 

countless spiritual forms” (503:10–17). 

“… this Mind creates no element nor symbol of discord and 

decay. God creates neither erring thought, mortal life, mutable truth, 

nor variable love” (503:23–25). 

  “The Science of the first record proves the falsity of the 

second. If one is true, the other is false, for they are antagonistic. The 

first record assigns all might and government to God, and endows 

man out of God’s perfection and power. The second record 

chronicles man as mutable and mortal, — as having broken away 

from Deity and as revolving in an orbit of his own. Existence, 

separate from divinity, Science explains as impossible” (522:3–11). 

“This second record unmistakably gives the history of error 

in its externalized forms, called life and intelligence in matter. It 

records pantheism, opposed to the supremacy of divine Spirit; but 

this state of things is declared to be temporary and this man to be 

mortal, — dust returning to dust” (522:12–17). 

“In this erroneous theory, matter takes the place of Spirit. 

Matter is represented as the life-giving principle of the earth. Spirit is 

represented as entering matter in order to create man. God’s glowing 

denunciations of man when not found in His image, the likeness of 

Spirit, convince reason and coincide with revelation in declaring this 

material creation false” (522:18–24). 

“This latter part of the second chapter of Genesis, which 

portrays Spirit as supposedly cooperating with matter in constructing 

the universe, is based on some hypothesis of error, for the Scripture 

just preceding declares God’s work to be finished. Does Life, Truth, 

and Love produce death, error, and hatred? Does the creator condemn 

His own creation? Does the unerring Principle of divine law change 

or repent? It cannot be so” (522:25–523:1). 
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“Although presenting the exact opposite of Truth, the lie 

claims to be truth. The creations of matter arise from a mist or false 

claim, or from mystification, and not from the firmament, or under‐

standing, which God erects between the true and false. In error 

everything comes from beneath, not from above. All is material 

myth, instead of the reflection of Spirit” (523:6–13). 

“Did the origin and the enlightenment of the race come from 

the deep sleep which fell upon Adam? Sleep is darkness, but God’s 

creative mandate was, ‘Let there be light.’ In sleep, cause and effect 

are mere illusions. They seem to be something, but are not. Oblivion 

and dreams, not realities, come with sleep. Even so goes on the 

Adam-belief, of which mortal and material life is the dream” 

(556:17–24). 

“Because mortal mind must waken to spiritual life before it 

cares to solve the problem of being, hence the author’s experience; 

but when that awakening comes, existence will be on a new 

standpoint” (556:26–30). 

“Divine Science rolls back the clouds of error with the 
light of Truth, and lifts the curtain on man as never born 
and as never dying, but as coexistent with his creator 
…when God, Mind, spake and it was done” (557:18–27). 
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